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All this may have a pessimistic sound. In fact
it constitutes the contribution that pessimism has
made to social philosophy. It has taught us to
open our eyes, to look the facts in the face, to lis-
ten to no siren song, to see and bravely acknowledge
the truth of man's condition and his relation to the
universe. So long as we do not exaggerate, so long
as these relations, however bad, are the true rela-
tions, no possible harm can come of knowing and
realizing the truth. It is the only healthy attitude,
while on the other hand, the ignorance of this
truth or the refusal to avow it is fatal to progress.
But it will not do to stop here. It is not enough
merely to learn that things are bad. The two
errors of pessimism have been, first, that of over-
drawing the picture, and second, that of failing to
learn the lesson which the picture teaches.

Having tried to paint the picture true to life,
let us next inquire what the lesson is that we
should learn from its careful study. The first
and most elementary principle of that lesson is
that the very fortuity from which this entire state
of things results is laden with the highest hopes
for mankind ; that no other condition could fur-
nish any such ground for hope ; that the opposite
or optimistic view, were it the true one, would
really lead to despair. The optimist may be com-
pared to a young man without employment or
means of subsistence who lives in the perpetual
and illusive hope that some rich relative or ac-